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Europe has unique mechanisms for the
enforcement of human rights law and the
prevention of violations. However, as the Council
of Europe’s Committee on Legal Affairs and
Human Rights stated “the gap between standards
on paper and the actual situation in Europe is
striking”. Prison visits of the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) and judgments
of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
show that torture, death and inhuman or
degrading treatment related to healthcare in
prisons still occur regularly in Europe. s Sy 53
Thousands of detainees spend extended periods RE b33 et s T T .
in overcrowded, unhygienic prisons where health
care standards are not equivalent to those outside
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